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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505

General Counsel

12 September 1984

NOTE FOR THE DIRECTOR

Bill:

I send you a memorandum on the
FOIA issue, as well as another draft
letter to Attorney General Smith.

I have also attached other
important materials which should
provide the basis for our discussion
at tomorrow's meeting.
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an Sporkih

Attachments
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"A C.L,U. Rev1ews Support of Information Bﬂli

-

By DAVID BURNHAM\
Special to The Rew York Thoes

WASHINGTON — The. American
Civil Libarties Union is reviewing its .
support for Jegislation that would ex-
empt most of the operational files of
the Central Intelligence Agency from
requests under the Freedom o( Infor-
mation Act

Norman Dorsen, pmxdent of t.be
civil liberties group, said the decision
to study tbe bill turther was reached
‘aher a lawyer representing the south--
ern California affiliate of the organiza- |

-Bon detailed his opposmcm at an Aug.
18 jnesting of the umioa’s executive

vote by the California atfiliate severa]
months 80 10 oppose the national
group's position on the issue.

The mtelhgence agency and the
liberties union have both testified in
support of the Bouse version of the bill,
and this harmony has played a major
'role in the bﬂl 3 prog-&ss through Con-

Tbe Ca.hforma afﬁlxate s objections
center -op provisions in the bill that it
contends would almost-eliminate the
right of Federal judges+o review ad--
ministrative decisions of the C.I-A. ~
- A second criticism is the belief that if
‘the proposal wins Congressional ap-

« .

_ommittee.. The meeting. followed a,

-a

proval, a8 number of other intelligence
and lawenforcement agencies would
request the same kind of exemption
from the information act, a }Jaw estab-
lishing the general principle that the
public has the right to read almost all -
Governroent documents. -

Ira Glasser, executive director of the
national A.C.L.U., said be had asked
lawyers in and outside his group who | -
:specialize in cases of freedom of <nfor-
- mation to 2ssess these objections. “'I'm
trying to do a serious review of their”

claim,"” he said. “'This} isa proces.s that.
is quite’ pormal 2 s -

Mr. Glassersand the review woild ip-
volve the three lawyers who act as tbe
 A.C.L.U.’s peneral counsel.

“Mark Lynch, an expert for tb° c1v1l
liberties group on tbe tresdom of infor-
mation law, characterized the review!
as a preliminary inquiry. He said the}
group would reconsider.its stance onl
the bill ‘only if thé criticism was found
t6’be merited. AT St
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“pence agency from somé provisicns. ofs(
the informatiop act’has been approved ¢.
by the House Intelligence Commm.ee'
and the Bouse Govermmnemt Operaticas
Committee. 1t meay. come to the floor 3

socnunderapmcedu:ethatreqmr&s!

to pass. The Seoate already has pmed
its versian of tbe bill.: i
i Under-Current Jaw, '.be mtemgenceﬂ

,_,,- A

-

-| Under the Honse proposal, the agency

 Couary lewver res

tion;

ageacy 15 reqmred {0 search all of !Ls
files when it gets a request under the | -
Freedom of Information Act. The,

_agency is then permitted to delete cer-
tain kinds of classified information.

would be excused from searching sev-
eral specific files trom which informa-
tion’is rarely, if ever, relsased. 1

Supporaers of the legislation ccmtend
that by “exempting the C.LA. from.
making -what . are Lsua.ny fruitless
searches, long delays’ in answering
oth=lrwr:quars would be reduced. Crit-
ics ever, arguz that if the legisla-
tion bncoms law, the m;elhf’;ce
ageacy would avoid “disclosure vf more
and more information by p.acr.nb it in
exempted ms Sl LT

"M, Glasser said that if the ques:mns
raised by Meir Wesireich, an Orange

resenting the organi-
zanon s southern Califoraia effilata -

iwere found to be valid, be would thh-

drew the uaion’s bacL..ng
*“If .everyone convinces me that we
were all wet in our first positioz, that's
the end of it,” he s2id in en intervizw -~
Mr. Glasser said the general counsel -
FFrank Askin, a law_g*o.swr at_Rut-
-85S Umvnrsxry' LawTence Herman, 8.
*ilaw.professor at Ohio State, and | Ears
riet Pilpel, a lawyerin pm-atepracnce
in New York Cuy, were trymg 5. Com*
plete their review quickly. .. "7 ?_:-:-:.-
The legislztion bas not artractad
wide criticism. Among those'who op=*
: posed it, however, were J ack Landauaf.
| tbe Reporters Committes 2 for tha Frees-
dora of the Press and Samue] R Gams:
maor, a former embassadar who spoks:
for the Azn.ncan E.st.ana.l Assodsg
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! The"leg:.siatmnae:nptr.nbfbb mtelti=l ‘

approval of two-thirds of the members ; i
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